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Amideast Education Abroad Programs
ARAB 301: Arabic V

Credit Hours: 8 credit hours

Contact Hours: 120

Course Duration: 1 semester

Program Location: Rabat, Morocco and virtually from Rabat

Course Description:
This course builds upon previously learned linguistic skills in order to place Arabic in cultural context.
We will cover social, environmental, and institutional issues related to the MENA region. Over the
course of the semester, we will engage with authentic materials and respectful discourse to have a
better understanding of the great diversity that exists in the Arab world. Classes are student-
centered, allowing for lively debates and thought-provoking classroom activities designed to expand
awareness of cultural features and phenomena, social movements, and new innovations. Evaluation
will be based on both achievement of syllabus materials and success in out of the classroom tasks,
with a concentration on independent linguistic dexterity. This course covers selected authentic and
customized materials that meets the needs of the students and uses al-Kitaab Part Ill. By the end of
this course, students will be able to:

e correctly employ more complex grammatical structures

e understand and critically analyze authentic media content

e expand vocabulary related to contemporary social movements and science

e engage in productive debates with fluid performance

* navigate social situations in Arabic with appropriate language

Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course, learners will be able to and/or have mastered and developed the
following:

Knowledge
This course is designed to assist students to acquire and demonstrate knowledge about:

e Skills and strategies for consuming media and using critical thought

e advanced vocabulary related to literature, the arts, cultural identity, and more
e Techniques for expressing viewpoints and defending them

e Appropriate linguistic behavior

e Professional vocabulary to address topics of interest

e Analyzing ideas presented in a text to discover the author’s point of view

Skills
This course is designed to assist students in acquiring or enhancing the following skills:
e Extracting main ideas and most details from course materials and elaborating on them
beyond the scope of the works themselves
e Successfully handling a variety of communicative tasks and social situations
e Developing pre-professional skills through reading and written analyses
e Communicating with native speakers about situational and cultural matters, both tangible
and intangible, with increasing confidence

education abroad

2025 M Street, NW
E-mail: edabroad@amideast.org Suite 600
Telephone: (202) 776-9646 Website: www.amideast.org/abroad Washington, DC 20036-3363



Attitudes
This course is designed to encourage development of the following attitudes:
e Curiosity towards common viewpoints expressed in the Arab world
e Appreciation for the great diversity of thoughts, materials, and people of the MENA region
Reflective, non-reactive responses to new ideas and information
e Commitment to participatory engagement
Empathy and recognition of others’ multiple identities

Course Materials:
e Al-Kitaab fi Ta’allum Al Arabiya Part Three, Second Edition, by Kristin Brustad, Mahmoud Al-
Batal and Abbas Al-Tonsi
¢ Hans Wehr Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic edited by J.M. Cowan
e Locally produced materials, selected by program faculty

Evaluation and Assessment:

Description Weight Due Date
Attendance and Engagement 10% Continuous
Assighments 20% Continuous
Quizzes 20% Quiz 1
Quiz 2
Quiz 3
Mid-Term Exam 15% Mid-Term
Final Paper 20% Paper topics
First draft
Second draft
Final
Final Written Exam 15% Final Written Exam

Attendance and Engagement
Please adhere to the Attendance, Engagement, and Assessment Policies posted on the Amideast
Online system.

Quizzes
There will be three 30-minute written quizzes, unless otherwise noted by the instructor.

Mid-Term and Final Exams

Both the Mid-Term and the Final exams are cumulative, meaning they cover all the material in the
textbook (and related material) up to the time when the test is taken. Therefore, students are
advised to study from the beginning of the course. Instructors cannot reschedule quizzes or tests
under any circumstances.

Research Paper

Students will be required to write a research paper between 1000-1250 words in length. The topic
should be closely related to local and regional culture, history, issues, and/or current events. The
instructor will provide guidelines for the research paper and final presentation. Three potential
topics will be due in Week 7, final topic to be selected in consultation with the instructor. A draft up
to 500 words is due in Week 11, and a second draft up to 1000 words is due in Week 13. For both
drafts, the instructor will discuss mistakes during in-class workshops of all papers and return them to
students for corrections. The final draft of the entire paper is due at the end of Week 15. Students
will give a short presentation based on their papers.



Course Schedule:
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